Neuroleptic-associated autoantibodies. A prevalence study.
Antinuclear antibodies (ANA), antiphospholipid antibodies (APA), rheumatoid factor (RF), and immunoglobulin (Ig) M levels were determined in 184 male chronic psychiatric patients on long-term therapy with neuroleptics, and in 35 age-matched normal male controls. The prevalence of one or more of these autoantibodies was 70% in the neuroleptic-treated patients and 9% in the normal controls. Polyclonal IgM elevation was frequently seen among patients treated with phenothiazines. There was a significant correlation between the presence of ANA, APA, and RF; ANA and APA were more frequently associated with CPZ therapy, but the prevalence of RF was high in all treatment groups. These findings suggest that antibodies against the Fc fragment of IgG are the most common autoantibody associated with neuroleptics. Alternatively, the presence of RF could be a common finding in patients with neuropsychiatric disorders.